Lesson 13. Lists of Sins

By reviewing lists of sins, we will be able to “intuit” what constitutes sin. The lists we are going to give represent a cross-section of the sins that we commit. We will find ourselves in these lists, and if they do not fit us, other lists will, because we all sin. The irony is that some people actually believe they do not sin. This is the result of crass arrogance and deliberate ignorance, and it is the least healing and restorative view we can have. If you are honest, you will be able to see your tendencies and practices somewhere in these lists.

Prov. 6:16-19 describes seven things that God despises. These are premeditated sins that—directly or indirectly--harm people. (God seems to hate most those sins that hurt people. Keep that in mind.)
· Haughty eyes (having a proud look and demeanor).

· Lying tongue (lies are the opposite of truth, the friend of evil, and a tool of Satan).

· Hands that shed innocent blood (committing murder).

· Heart that devises wicked schemes (premeditated sins against humanity).

· Feet that are quick to rush to evil (addictions of all kinds).

· False witness who pours out lies (hateful attempts to assassinate character by lying).

· A man who stirs up dissension among brothers, tantamount to evil efforts to divide or split or break apart fruitful unions among believers: churches, marriages, friendships, etc.

1 Cor. 6:9-10 shows us the types of people that are “wicked”:

· The sexually immoral (committing adultery and fornication).

· Idolaters (worshipping outside of faith in God or making anything more important than God).

· Adulterers (players, cheaters, swingers, and prostitutes).

· Male prostitutes.

· Homosexual offenders (those who “practice” a prohibited “lust pattern” in their thoughts and actions…keep in mind that heterosexual lust patterns are just as bad. If you think or act out in a lust pattern, it will be characterized as SIN).

· Thieves (taking what someone else has earned).

· Greedy (preoccupied with acquiring money, property, or things).

· Slanderers (gossiping, criticizing, maligning).

Are you seeing yourself yet? How about the categorized list in Gal. 5:19-21, which repeats some of the sins we saw in the last lesson:

· Sexual sins: sexual immorality, impurity, and debauchery.

· Serving false gods: idolatry and witchcraft.

· Sinful attitude: hatred, discord, jealousy.

· Sins of excess and addiction: drunkenness, orgies, and the like.

Col. 3:5-10 adds more of these “outputs” of the “earthly nature”. These verses call for us to “Put to death, therefore, whatever [sin] belongs to your earthly nature” (v. 5). Here is the “list” from this passage in Colossians:

· Sexual immorality.

· Impurity (dirty thoughts, as well as actions).

· Lust (looking and wanting).

· Evil desires (imagining and wanting).

· Greed (idolatry in wanting).

· Anger (that leads to sin).

· Rage (screaming or destroying things or people in an emotional fit).

· Malice (hatred).

· Slander (destroying reputations).

· Filthy language (forbidden or offensive words).

· Lying (words that do not match the truth).

(Notice the repetition of “sexual immorality” in the lists. This topic will receive special attention in our next lesson, because it is so prevalent, even among believers.) 

Eph. 5:3-4 echoes the charges we just saw in Colossians 3 above, to live cleanly and purely. The passage in Ephesians says this:

But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or any kind of impurity, or of greed, because these are improper for God’s people. Nor should there be obscenity, foolish talk, or coarse joking, which are out of place, but rather thanksgiving.

James 2:1 and 9, taken together, add a surprising sin to the lists: favoritism. “My brothers, as believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ, don’t show favoritism...But if you show favoritism, you sin and are convicted by the law as lawbreakers.” Something as subtle and seemingly low-intensity as “favoritism” brings God’s displeasure. As you can see, the possibilities for sinning are extensive, and none of us is completely free from sin in our daily lives. Some sins are even more obscure than this one.

Some sins are not even listed, as such, even though they are said to violate God’s “standards” (we will have a chapter on God’s standards later on). Here are some standards that don’t jump out at us as occasions for sin, but these are either required or prohibited:

· “Make the most of every opportunity” (Col. 4:5b).

· “Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs” (Eph. 4:29).

· “...everything not from faith is sin” (Rom 14:23b).

· “It is better not to eat meat or drink wine or to do anything else that will cause your brother to fall” (Rom. 14:21).

· “And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus…” (Col. 3:17).

· “Anyone, then, who knows the good he ought to do and doesn’t do it, sins” (James 4:17).

These are standards that God has established, and failing to meet them is a sin. And then there’s the “biggie”, the over-arching standard for all believers, which is to love God and fellow-man, as we see in the following:

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.” This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments. (Matt. 22:37-38)

Failing to love God and man fall into an “uncatalogued” category of sin. NOT LOVING is a sin! Anytime something is required in Scripture, and you don’t do it...or is prohibited in Scripture, and you do it...you are sinning. We can’t keep up with all the standards, so what can we do? We will see.
Checking for Understanding

Question 1. Name three things that God despises.

Question 2. What seems to be the first sin listed on most lists of sins?

Question 3. If you treat some people differently, based on money and status, for example, you are committing _________________________ .

Question 4. What is the two-prong command that covers all others?

Other Scriptures

1 Jn. 2:15-16—Do not love the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For everything in the world, the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting what he has and does, comes not from the Father, but from the world.

Prov. 16:5—The Lord detests all the proud of heart. Be sure of this: They will not go unpunished.

Remember
There are lists and lists of sins. And there are many sins not on the lists, but identified through principles and standards given in Scripture. The most important truth we will learn about sin is not how bad it is, and not even that we all sin, but that God in His grace has made provision for sin, so that we do not need to buried under a mountain of it in our lives. We will explain this.
