Dealing with Sin: Lesson 5 of 15, “Idolatry and Sin”

Put simply, idolatry is valuing anything more than we value God, or making anything we do more important than doing God’s will. Idolatry is seen as worship of idols, which can be anything that distracts us from preoccupation with God. When we focus on idols, we look away from God, and we don’t need some statue or icon in front of us to do it.

Greed is often seen as an idol. 1Tim. 6:9-10 says the following:

People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.

Greed branches into all kinds of sins, such as murder, envy, stealing, lying, jealousy, slander, and hatred. This is why Paul advised Timothy, continuing with the passage cited above, to “flee from all this, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness” (1 Tim. 6:11). Paul warned the Corinthians similarly: “Therefore, my dear friends, flee from idolatry” (1 Cor. 10:14).

We looked at sexual immorality in the previous section as a prominent sin, and now we see it in connection with idolatry. Sexual sin, like greed, is frequently associated with idolatry. Eph. 5:5 says, “For of this you can be sure: No immoral, impure or greedy person—such a man is an idolater—has any inheritance in the kingdom of God.” Sexual sin and greed are “idols”.

Choosing a path of sexual immorality or greed is tantamount to choosing a “god” other than God. This is the result of a search for fulfillment apart from God. Matt. 6:24 informs us, “No one can serve [worship] two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to 
the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.”

Solomon fell into the trap of choosing lesser “gods”, as we see in 1 Ki. 11:4: “As Solomon grew old, his wives turned his heart after other gods, and his heart was not fully devoted to the Lord his God, as the heart of David his father had been.” And the story goes that he was not happy with his choice.

Joshua set up the choice of “gods vs. God” for his people, saying, “But if serving the Lord seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve….But as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord” (Josh 24:15).

Moses offered a similar choice to his people: 

This day I call heaven and earth as witnesses against you that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Now choose life, so that you and your children may live and that you may love the Lord your God, listen to his voice and hold fast to him. (Deut. 30:19)

Elijah also gave a choice: “If the Lord is God, follow him; but if Baal is God, follow him” (1 Ki. 18:21).

When we chase any substitute for God, it is inevitable that we will forget God, and when we forget God, we will depend on other resources to meet our financial, physical, emotional, psychological, and spiritual needs. And we will be disappointed. Our help and protection come only from the true and living God. We will see this clearly by the time we finish our studies. 
